
  

NOTES OF THE CELL & GENE STEERING COMMITTEE, August 14, 2019 

In attendance were Cathaleen Afable, Howard Bland, Jayant Aphale, Ken Locke, Laura Alquist, 

Reggie Foster. Shankar Suryanarayanan and Devendra Mishra. 

HIGHLIGHTS: 

1. Shankar announced the plan to organize a research-based webinar to address the “Talent 

Acquisition and Management for C&GT Companies”. Cameron Lowry of Mackenzie Ryan will 

conduct the webinar under Shankar’s oversight. Most likely to be organized in the second half of 

September, the event will address the attraction, retention and career advancement of 

professionals. 

2. Jayant Aphale briefed everyone on the successful Round Table conducted on the 13th in South 

San Francisco. Designed to “Navigate the Complex Cell & Gene Therapy Lifecycle” was evenly 

attended by CGT drug manufacturers and the service providers. This was the first of its kind in 

Northern California where technologies were showcased. It is BSMA’s mission to build with this 

model to promote the interest of CGT Drug companies to vet and assemble raw material 

suppliers, service providers and technology enablers for reliability, quality assurance and 

strategic value in the supply chain. It was suggested that steering committee members endorse 

BSMA as the platform of choice for the “Thought Leadership” solutions and services of vendors. 

3. Representing Peter Holman who had an unavoidable schedule conflict, Devendra reported on 

the current status of the Apheresis Sub-committee. Peter has brought the participation of other 

national organizations engaged in best practices and standards for Apheresis Centers. These 

organizations want BSMA to play the coordinating role because it takes a holistic supply chain 

view while they have a segmented focus. The current effort is to map the effort of The Standard 

Coordinating Body (SCB, Dawn Henke), Foundation of Accreditation Cellular Therapy (FACT, 

Karen Wacker) and PDA (Dawn Henke) and American Society For Apheresis (ASFA, no contact 

yet) and develop areas of responsibility for each agency. 

4. Shankar made a request to the steering committee members to help bring the revolutionary 

Cocoon Manufacturing Technology for CGT to the Annual Conference. The breakthrough service 

was pioneered by Dr. Nina Bauer at Lonza but she is no longer there.  

5. In preparation for the Annual BSMA Conference on October 15 in Burlingame, several 

significant suggestions were made. 

•        Ken Locke’s suggestion to invite CMOs in Vector Manufacturing and related areas, 

Drug Product Manufacturing and Cryo-storage and supply chain logistics, was 

unanimously accepted. Ken promised to lead the search with Devendra. 

•        Howard Bland, who now has responsibility for Supply Chain on the east Coast for 

Kite Pharma, recommended that this year we get granular by presenting solutions for 



material supply in terms of  packaging configurations, shipping and related matters. 

Devendra will follow up with Howard to find a co-speaker. 

•        Laura Alquist suggested that the CGT Panel address “The Lessons Learned over the 

Last Year”, which everyone deemed to be a brilliant. Devendra will draft a synopsis for 

the proposed theme and members of the Steering Committee are being requested to 

volunteer to serve the 45-minute panel which will be moderated by Shankar 

Suryanarayanan. 

•        It was deemed important to have inline manufacturing with automated process 

control be a subject for presentation. Specific sources need to be enumerated by the 

Steering Committee. 

•        Cathy emphasized that globalization of CGT must be addressed. Devendra pointed 

out that Apheresis presentation planned by Peter Holman would address the global 

aspect, at least covering USA and Europe.  

•        Finally, the subject of Data Analytics was identified by several participants and 

ThermoFisher was pointed out as one enterprise which has considerable capability in 

this regard.  Devendra will pursue with ideas from the committee. 

•        Already confirmed speakers are Andy Ramelmeier, Vice president of Technical 

Operations at Sangamo and Peter Holman, Global Apheresis Integration Lead and Head 

of Apheresis Operations, Novartis. 

  

Devendra promised to present the Work In Progress Conference Program by month end. The 

goal is to attract 100-150 professionals from the Cell and Gene Therapy industry at the event.  

The presentation of a Survey to determine the State of The Union of CGT with Areas for 

Advancement has been designed and plans are afoot to socialize it with members of the Steering 

Committee. This subject was inadvertently overlooked in the discussion. 

Please advise if any subject discussed of material importance has been omitted. Our next 

meeting will be scheduled in November after the Annual Conference. 

  

 


